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The real story of how the Bill of Rights came to be: a concise, vivid history of political strategy, big egos,
and partisan interest that set the terms of the ongoing contest between the federal government and the states.

Revered today for articulating America’s founding principles, the first ten amendments—the Bill of
Rights—was in fact a political stratagem executed by James Madison to preserve the Constitution, the
Federal government, and the latter’s authority over the states. In the skilled hands of award-winning historian
Carol Berkin, the story of the Founders’ fight over the Bill of Rights comes alive in a gripping drama of
partisan politics, acrimonious debate, and manipulated procedure. From this familiar story of a Congress at
loggerheads, an important truth emerges.

In 1789, the young nation faced a great ideological divide around a question still unanswered today: should
broad power and authority reside in the federal government or should it reside in state governments? The Bill
of Rights, from protecting religious freedom and the people’s right to bear arms to reserving unenumerated
rights to the states, was a political ploy first, and matter of principle second. How and why Madison came to
devise this plan, the divisive debates it fostered in the Congress, and its ultimate success in defeating
antifederalist counterplans to severely restrict the powers of the federal government is more engrossing than
any of the myths that shroud our national beginnings.

The debate over the founding fathers’ original intent still continues through myriad Supreme Court decisions.
By pulling back the curtain on the political, short-sighted, and self-interested intentions of the founding
fathers in passing the Bill of Rights, Berkin reveals the inherent weakness in these arguments and what it
means for our country today.
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From reader reviews:

Noemi Burns:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Bill of Rights: The Fight to Secure
America's Liberties. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Chester Grantham:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book The Bill of Rights: The Fight to Secure America's Liberties had
been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The guide The Bill of Rights: The Fight to Secure America's Liberties is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The
Bill of Rights: The Fight to Secure America's Liberties. You never feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Paul Green:

The particular book The Bill of Rights: The Fight to Secure America's Liberties has a lot associated with on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Shirley Wales:

The book untitled The Bill of Rights: The Fight to Secure America's Liberties contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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