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Gail Godwin was twenty-four years old and working as a waitress in the North Carolina mountains when she
wrote: “I want to be everybody who is great; I want to create everything that has ever been created.” It is a
declaration that only a wildly ambitious young writer would make in the privacy of her journal. In the heady
days of her literary apprenticeship, Godwin kept a daily chronicle of her dreams and desires, her travels, love
affairs, struggles, and breakthroughs. Now, at the urging of her friend Joyce Carol Oates, Godwin has
distilled these early journals, which run from 1961 to 1963, to their brilliant and charming essence.
The Making of a Writer opens during the feverish period following the breakup of Godwin’s first marriage
and her stint as a reporter for The Miami Herald. Aware that she is entering one of the great turning points of
her life as she prepares to move to Europe, Godwin writes of the “100 different hungers” that consume her
on the eve of departure. A whirlwind trip to New York, the passengers and their stories on board the SS
Oklahoma, the shock of her first encounters with Danish customs (and Danish men)–Godwin wonderfully
conveys the excitement of a writer embracing a welter of new experience.
After a long, dark Scandinavian winter and a gloriously romantic interlude in the Canary Islands, Godwin
moves to London and embarks on the passionate engagements that will inspire some of her finest stories. She
records the pleasures of soaking in the human drama on long rambles through the London streets–and the
torment of lonely Sundays spent wrestling these impressions into prose. She shares her passion for Henry
James, Marcel Proust, Lawrence Durrell, Thomas Wolfe–and her terror of facing twenty-six with nothing to
show but a rejected novel and a stack of debts. “I do not feel like a failure,” Godwin insists as she sits down
yet again to the empty page. “I will keep writing, harder than ever.”
Like Virginia Woolf’s A Writer’s Diary, Gail Godwin’s journals brim with the urgency and wit of a brilliant
literary mind meeting the world head on. An inspired and inspiring volume, The Making of a Writer opens a
shining window into the life and craft of a great writer just coming into her own.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Tate:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Making of a Writer: Journals,
1961-1963 will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Michael Albright:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Making of a Writer: Journals, 1961-
1963 to read.

Jerry Schooler:

The reserve untitled The Making of a Writer: Journals, 1961-1963 is the reserve that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did
a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Making of a Writer: Journals, 1961-1963 from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Alex Tipton:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Making of a Writer: Journals, 1961-1963, it
is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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