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American Unitarians were not onlookers to the drama of Protestantism in the nineteenth century, but active
participants in its central conundrum: biblical authority. Unitarians sought what other Protestants sought,
which was to establish the Bible as the primary authority, only to find that the task was not so simple as they
had hoped. This book revisits the story of nineteenth century American Unitarianism, proposing that
Unitarianism was founded and shaped by the twin hopes of maintaining biblical authority and committing to
total free inquiry. This story fits into the larger narrative of Protestantism, which, this book argues, has been
defined by a deep devotion to the singular authority of the Bible (sola scriptura) and, conversely, a troubling
ambivalence as to how such authority should function. How, in other words, can a book serve as a source of
authority?

This work traces the greater narrative of biblical authority in Protestantism through the story of four main
Unitarian figures: William Ellery Channing, Andrews Norton, Theodore Parker, and Frederic Henry Hedge.
All four individuals played a central role, at different times, in shaping Unitarianism, and in determining how
exactly religious authority functioned in their nascent denomination. Besides these central figures, the book
goes both backward, examining the evolution of biblical authority from the late medieval period in Europe to
the early nineteenth century in America, and forward, exploring the period of Unitarian experimentation of
religious authority in the late nineteenth century. The book also brings the book firmly into the present,
exploring how questions about the Bible and religious authority are being answered today by contemporary
Unitarian Universalists. Overall, this book aims to bring the American Unitarians firmly back into the
historical and historiographical conversation, not as outliers, but as religious people deeply committed to
solving the Protestant dilemma of religious authority.
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From reader reviews:

Catrina Hall:

The book American Unitarianism and the Protestant Dilemma: The Conundrum of Biblical Authority can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave a good thing like a book American Unitarianism and the Protestant Dilemma: The Conundrum of
Biblical Authority? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book American Unitarianism and
the Protestant Dilemma: The Conundrum of Biblical Authority has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Alvaro Holloway:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this American Unitarianism and the Protestant Dilemma: The Conundrum of Biblical Authority.

Mary Larrick:

Beside that American Unitarianism and the Protestant Dilemma: The Conundrum of Biblical Authority in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have American Unitarianism and the Protestant Dilemma:
The Conundrum of Biblical Authority because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from today!

Soledad Neeley:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list will be American Unitarianism and the Protestant Dilemma: The



Conundrum of Biblical Authority. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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