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In 1986, after years of publishing storiesin literary magazines and periodicals, Mary Ward Brown published
her first book, the story collection Tongues of Flame. It soon received regional and national attention, and the
following year won the PEN/Hemingway Award for fiction. Mary Ward Brown was sixty-nine years

old. Though she would go on to write and publish many more stories and a well-received second collection,
It Wasn't All Dancing, Mary Ward Brown'’ s late acclaim hardly hints at the rich and varied life that prepared
the way for her success.

Fanning the Spark is the story of her life as awriter—her upbringing in rural Alabama; the joys of college,
marriage, and motherhood; the sorrows of becoming a widow; and a lifelong devotion to writing, writers,
and literature, and the company of those who shared those loves, nurturing and feeding her interior lifein the
face of many challenges, losses, and obstacles, both emotional and material.

Here, in prose every bit as eloquent, evocative, and incisive as her stories, are her remembrances of loved
ones; her letters fraught with worry to her son in Vietnam; periods of emotional isolation and unbidden
silence; her invaluable friendships with renowned writers, editors, and agents; her love of community and
place; and immeasurable delight with every award, speech, and public reading, the many recognitions she
has garnered latein life. Above all, it is the story of the competing demands of art and of life, the constant
struggle between her need to write and the practicalities of family, duty, and day to day living.
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From reader reviews:
Joan Rogers:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personaly but the
problems coming to anyoneis you don't know which you should start with. This Fanning the Spark: A
Memoir is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Mae Modley:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Fanning
the Spark: A Memoir provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Kate Vasquez:

Beside thiskind of Fanning the Spark: A Memoir in your phone, it could give you away to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Fanning
the Spark: A Memoir because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Sebrina Knapp:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading areserve. They are directly felt theitem
when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Fanning the Spark: A Memoir to
make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading ability is developing when you such
asreading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about
book and looking at especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside
that the publication Fanning the Spark: A Memoir can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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