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Most wars between countries end quickly and at relatively low cost. The few in which high-intensity fighting
continues for years bring about a disproportionate amount of death and suffering. What separates these few
unusually long and intense wars from the many conflicts that are far less destructive? In Logics of War, Alex
Weisiger tests three explanations for a nation's decision to go to war and continue fighting regardless of the
costs. He combines sharp statistical analysis of interstate wars over the past two centuries with nine narrative
case studies. He examines both well-known conflicts like World War II and the Persian Gulf War, as well as
unfamiliar ones such as the 1864-1870 Paraguayan War (or the War of the Triple Alliance), which
proportionally caused more deaths than any other war in modern history.

When leaders go to war expecting easy victory, events usually correct their misperceptions quickly and with
fairly low casualties, thereby setting the stage for a negotiated agreement. A second explanation involves
motives born of domestic politics; as war becomes more intense, however, leaders are increasingly
constrained in their ability to continue the fighting. Particularly destructive wars instead arise from mistrust
of an opponent's intentions. Countries that launch preventive wars to forestall expected decline tend to have
particularly ambitious war aims that they hold to even when fighting goes poorly. Moreover, in some cases,
their opponents interpret the preventive attack as evidence of a dispositional commitment to aggression,
resulting in the rejection of any form of negotiation and a demand for unconditional surrender. Weisiger's
treatment of a topic of central concern to scholars of major wars will also be read with great interest by
military historians, political psychologists, and sociologists.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Logics of War:
Explanations for Limited and Unlimited Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). All type of book
could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Kenneth Kan:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and Unlimited Conflicts
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Brian Register:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and Unlimited Conflicts
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you
have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Logics of War:
Explanations for Limited and Unlimited Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs).

Allison Larson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and
Unlimited Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) or others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and
Unlimited Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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