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During President Barack Obama's first term in office, the United States expanded its military presence in
Afghanistan and increased drone missile strikes across Pakistan, Yemen, and Somalia. The administration
also deployed the military to combat piracy in the Indian Ocean, engaged in a sustained bombing operation
in Libya, and deployed U.S. Special Forces in Central Africa to capture or kill Joseph Kony. In these cases,
President Obama decided to use force without congressional approval. Yet, this increased executive power
has not been achieved simply by the presidential assertion of such powers. It has also been supported by a
group of senators and representatives who, for political reasons that stem from constant campaigning, seek to
avoid responsibility for military action abroad.

In this revealing book, Ryan C. Hendrickson examines President Obama's use of force in his first term with
four major case studies. He demonstrates that, much like his predecessors, Obama has protected the
executive branch's right not only to command, but also to determine when and where American forces are
deployed. He also considers the voting records of Democrat John Kerry and Republican John McCain in the
Senate, detailing how both men have played leading roles in empowering the commander-in-chief while
limiting Congress's influence on military decision-making. Obama at War establishes that the imperial
presidency poses significant foreign policy risks, and concludes with possible solutions to restore a more
meaningful balance of power. The first book on the constitutional and political relationship between
President Obama and the U.S. Congress and the use of military force, this timely reassessment of war powers
provides a lucid examination of executive privilege and legislative deference in the modern American
republic.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Obama at War:
Congress and the Imperial Presidency (Studies in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Peter Pitts:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Obama at War: Congress and
the Imperial Presidency (Studies in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace). All type of book could you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Martha McKee:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Obama at War: Congress and the Imperial Presidency
(Studies in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Corey Watts:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Obama at War: Congress and the Imperial Presidency (Studies in
Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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