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Whether it's the discovery of $1.6 billion in Nazi-looted art or the news that Syrian rebels are looting
UNESCO archaeological sites to buy arms, art crime commands headlines. Erin Thompson, America's only
professor of art crime, explores the dark history of looting, smuggling, and forgery that lies at the heart of
many private art collections and many of the world's most renowned museums.
 
Enlivened by fascinating personalities and scandalous events, Possession shows how collecting antiquities
has been a way of creating identity, informed by a desire to annex the past while providing an illicit thrill
along the way. Thompson's accounts of history's most infamous collectors—from the Roman Emperor
Tiberius, who stole a life-sized nude Greek statue for his bedroom, to Queen Christina of Sweden, who
habitually pilfered small antiquities from her fellow aristocrats, to Sir William Hamilton, who forced his
mistress to enact poses from his collection of Greek vases—are as mesmerizing as they are revealing.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Ham:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Possession:
The Curious History of Private Collectors from Antiquity to the Present book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Della McDonald:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Possession: The Curious History of Private
Collectors from Antiquity to the Present it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing
this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Lisa Martin:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
One of several books in the top record in your reading list is actually Possession: The Curious History of
Private Collectors from Antiquity to the Present. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Curt Stewart:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
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