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While economic growth has been sustained for a number of years in many countries in the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) region, this has not resulted in the creation of an adequate number of jobs and has
succeeded, at best, in generating low-quality, informal jobs. While there is a great deal of heterogeneity
across countries, informality in MENA is widespread, and some countries in the region are amongst the most
informal economies in the world. The book looks at informality through a human development angle and
focuses specifically on informal employment. In line with this approach, the working definition for
informality adopted in the book is “lack of social security coverage” (usually understood as pensions, or if a
pension system does not exist, as health insurance), which captures well the vulnerability associated with
informal employment. Informal workers in MENA are generally engaged in low productivity jobs - more so
than in comparator countries -, are paid less for otherwise similar work in the formal sector, and self-report
low levels of satisfaction at work. Also, informal workers in MENA face important mobility barriers into
formal employment and thus lack of social security coverage against health, unemployment, and old-age
risks. Formal employment in the MENA region is strongly associated with public sector employment.
Opportunities for formal employment in the private sector in the region remain very limited.

The book identifies 5 strategic directions to promote long-term inclusive growth and formality, namely: (i)
fostering competition; (ii) realigning incentives in the public sector; (iii) moving towards labor regulations
that promote labor mobility and provide support to workers in periods of transition; (iv) enhancing the
productivity of informal workers through training and skills upgrading; and (v) reforming existing social
insurance systems and introduce new instruments for coverage extension. This book is addressed to policy
makers, academics, and practitioners who wish to understand the phenomenon of informal employment, and
policy options for promoting more inclusive and productive labor market opportunities.
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Striving for Better Jobs: The Challenge of Informality in
the Middle East and North Africa (Directions in Development). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Striving for Better Jobs: The
Challenge of Informality in the Middle East and North Africa (Directions in Development). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well
as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's read.

Larry Parker:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Striving for Better Jobs: The Challenge of
Informality in the Middle East and North Africa (Directions in Development). All type of book are you able
to see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Carmel Smith:

The event that you get from Striving for Better Jobs: The Challenge of Informality in the Middle East and
North Africa (Directions in Development) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into
the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Striving for Better Jobs: The Challenge of Informality in the Middle East and North Africa (Directions in
Development) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Striving for Better
Jobs: The Challenge of Informality in the Middle East and North Africa (Directions in Development)
instantly.

Dale Fain:

Striving for Better Jobs: The Challenge of Informality in the Middle East and North Africa (Directions in
Development) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to



understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place
every word into joy arrangement in writing Striving for Better Jobs: The Challenge of Informality in the
Middle East and North Africa (Directions in Development) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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