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The Fantastic in Religious Narrative from Exodus to Elisha argues that perspectives drawn from literary-
critical theories of the fantastic and fantasy are apt to explore Hebrew Bible religious narratives. The book
focuses on the narratives' marvels, monsters, and magic, rather than whether or not the stories depict
historical events. The Exodus narrative (Ex 1-18) and a selection of additional Hebrew Bible narratives
(Num 11-14, Judg 6-8, 1 Kings 17-19, 2 Kings 4-7) are analysed from a fantasy-theoretical perspective. The
'fantasy perspective' helps to make sense of elements of these narratives that - although prominently featured
in the stories - have previously often been explained by being explained away. These case studies can
illuminate Hebrew Bible religion and offer wider perspectives on religious narrative generally. In light of the
fantasy-theoretical approach, these Hebrew Bible stories - with the Exodus narrative at the centre - read not
as foundational stories, affirming triumphantly and unambiguously the bond between the deity, his people,
and their territory, but rather as texts that harbour and even actively encourage ambiguity and uncertainty,
not necessarily prompting belief, orientation, and a sense of meaningfulness, but also open-ended reflection
and doubt. The case studies suggest that other religious narratives, both in and beyond the Judaic tradition,
may also be amenable to interpretation in these terms, thus questioning a dominant trend in myth studies.
The results of the analyses lead to a discussion of the role of ambiguity, uncertainty, and transformation in
religious narrative in broader perspective, and to a questioning of the emphasis in the study of religion on the
capacity of religious narrative for founding and maintaining institutions, orienting identity, and defending
order over disorder. The book suggests the wider importance of incorporating destabilisation, disorientation,
and ambiguity more strongly into theories of what religious narrative is and does.
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From reader reviews:

Lidia Hill:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book The Fantastic in Religious Narrative from Exodus to Elisha
(BibleWorld) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Tony Hill:

The Fantastic in Religious Narrative from Exodus to Elisha (BibleWorld) can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Fantastic in Religious Narrative from Exodus to Elisha (BibleWorld) but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Kathy Vaughn:

This The Fantastic in Religious Narrative from Exodus to Elisha (BibleWorld) is great guide for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having The Fantastic in Religious Narrative from Exodus to Elisha (BibleWorld) in your hand like having
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or
fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt that will?

Melissa Ray:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Fantastic in Religious Narrative
from Exodus to Elisha (BibleWorld) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of



benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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