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The book proposes a new interpretation of Alexis de Tocquevillethat views him first and foremost as a
social scientist rather than as a political theorist. Drawing on his earlier work on the explanation of social
behavior, Elster argues that Tocqueville's main claim to our attention today rests on the large number of
exportable causal mechanisms to be found in his work, many of which are still worthy of further exploration.
Elster proposes a novel reading of Democracy in Americain which the key explanatory variable isthe rapid
economic and political turnover rather than equality of wealth at any given point in time. He also offersa
reading of The Ancien Régime and the Revolution as grounded in the psychological relations among the
peasantry, the bourgeoisie, and the nobility. Consistently going beyond exegetica commentary, he argues
that Tocqueville is eminently worth reading today for his substantive and methodol ogical insights.
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From reader reviews:
Kim McLoughlin:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students as they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Alexis de Tocqueville, the
First Social Scientist. All type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Rosalie Dietrich:

The particular book Alexis de Tocqueville, the First Social Scientist will bring that you the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new
book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Alexis de Tocqueville, the First Social Scientistis
much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

SaralLove

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Alexis de Tocqueville, the
First Social Scientist which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Wendy Cort:

Isit a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Alexis de Tocqueville, the First Social
Scientist can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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