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"A remarkably fine work of creative scholarship." —C. Vann Woodward, New York Review of Books

In 1860, when four million African Americans were enslaved, a quarter-million others, including William
Ellison, were "free people of color." But Ellison was remarkable. Born a slave, his experience spans the
history of the South from George Washington and Thomas Jefferson to Robert E. Lee and Jefferson Davis.
In a day when most Americans, black and white, worked the soil, barely scraping together a living, Ellison
was a cotton-gin maker—a master craftsman. When nearly all free blacks were destitute, Ellison was wealthy
and well-established. He owned a large plantation and more slaves than all but the richest white planters.

While Ellison was exceptional in many respects, the story of his life sheds light on the collective experience
of African Americans in the antebellum South to whom he remained bound by race. His family history
emphasizes the fine line separating freedom from slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Erich Arnold:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Black Masters: A Free Family of
Color in the Old South book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Larry Parrish:

The book untitled Black Masters: A Free Family of Color in the Old South contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice study.

Michael Rodiguez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Black Masters: A Free Family of Color in the Old
South can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Black Masters: A Free
Family of Color in the Old South.

Hazel Reinoso:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Black Masters: A Free Family of Color in the Old South when you desired it?
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