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Innovation is rapidly becoming democratized. Users, aided by improvements in computer and
communications technology, increasingly can develop their own new products and services. These
innovating users -- both individuals and firms -- often freely share their innovations with others, creating
user-innovation communities and arich intellectual commons. In Democratizing Innovation, Eric von Hippel
looks closely at this emerging system of user-centered innovation. He explains why and when usersfind it
profitable to develop new products and services for themselves, and why it often pays usersto reveal their
innovations freely for the use of all.The trend toward democratized innovation can be seen in software and
information products -- most notably in the free and open-source software movement -- but also in physical
products. Von Hippel's many examples of user innovation in action range from surgical equipment to
surfboards to software security features. He shows that product and service development is concentrated
among "lead users," who are ahead on marketplace trends and whose innovations are often commercially
attractive.Von Hippel argues that manufacturers should redesign their innovation processes and that they
should systematically seek out innovations developed by users. He points to businesses -- the custom
semiconductor industry is one example -- that have learned to assist user-innovators by providing them with
toolkits for developing new products. User innovation has a positive impact on socia welfare, and von
Hippel proposes that government policies, including R& D subsidies and tax credits, should be realigned to
eliminate biases against it. The goal of a democratized user-centered innovation system, says von Hippdl, is
well worth striving for. An electronic version of this book is available under a Creative Commons license.
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From reader reviews:
Kenneth Williams:

The book Democratizing Innovation (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we |leave the great thing like a book Democratizing Innovation (MIT Press)?
Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Democratizing Innovation (MIT
Press) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appearance the
enormous world by start and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Karen Partain:

This book untitled Democratizing Innovation (MIT Press) to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Richard Perkins:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
yathink reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Maobile phone. Like Democratizing Innovation (MIT Press)
which isfinding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

David M cGowan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Democratizing Innovation
(MIT Press).
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