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How many languages are there? What differentiates one language from another? Are new languages still
being discovered? Why are so many languages disappearing?

The diversity of languages today is varied, but it is steadily declining. In this Very Short Introduction,
Stephen Anderson answers the above questions by looking at the science behind languages. Considering a
wide range of different languages and linguistic examples, he demonstrates how languages are not uniformly
distributed around the world; just as some places are more diverse than others in terms of plants and animal
species, the same goes for the distribution of languages.

Exploring the basis for linguistic classification and raising questions about how we identify a language, as
well as considering signed languages as well as spoken, Anderson examines the wider social issues of losing
languages, and their impact in terms of the endangerment of cultures and peoples.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Languages:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) suitable to you? The particular book was written by
popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in
the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Lisa Jennings:

Exactly why? Because this Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Catherine Benavidez:

The book untitled Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice learn.

Maria Hughes:

Beside this particular Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up



here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book as well as read it from now!
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