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“’Tis God gives skill, but not without men’s hands: He could not make Antonio Stradivari’s violins
without Antonio.”
–George Eliot

Antonio Stradivari (1644—1737) was a perfectionist whose single-minded pursuit of excellence changed the
world of music. In the course of his long career in the northern Italian city of Cremona, he created more than
a thousand stringed instruments; approximately six hundred survive. In this fascinating book, Toby Faber
traces the rich, multilayered stories of six of these peerless instruments–five violins and a cello–and the one
towering artist who brought them into being.

Blending history, biography, meticulous detective work, and an abiding passion for music, Faber embarks on
an absorbing journey as he follows some of the most prized instruments of all time. Mysteries and
unanswered questions proliferate from the outset–starting with the enigma of Antonio Stradivari himself.
What made this apparently unsophisticated craftsman so special? Why were his techniques not maintained
by his successors? How is it that even two and a half centuries after his death, no one has succeeded in
matching the purity, depth, and delicacy of a Stradivarius?

In Faber’s illuminating narrative, each of the six fabled instruments becomes a character in its own right–a
living entity cherished by artists, bought and sold by princes and plutocrats, coveted, collected, hidden, lost,
copied, and occasionally played by a musician whose skill matches its maker’s.

Here is the fabulous Viotti, named for the virtuoso who enchanted all Paris in the 1780s, only to fall foul of
the French Revolution. Paganini supposedly made a pact with the devil to transform the art of the violin–and
by the end of his life he owned eleven Strads. Then there’s the Davidov cello, fashioned in 1712 and lovingly
handed down through a succession of celebrated artists until, in the 1980s, it passed into the capable hands of
Yo-Yo Ma.

From the salons of Vienna to the concert halls of New York, from the breakthroughs of Beethoven’s last
quartets to the first phonographic recordings, Faber unfolds a narrative magnificent in its range and brilliant
in its detail. “A great violin is alive,” said Yehudi Menuhin of his own Stradivarius. In the pages of this
book, Faber invites us to share the life, the passion, the intrigue, and the incomparable beauty of the world’s
most marvelous stringed instruments.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Bennett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Stradivari's Genius: Five Violins, One Cello, and Three
Centuries of Enduring Perfection. Try to make the book Stradivari's Genius: Five Violins, One Cello, and
Three Centuries of Enduring Perfection as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Antonio Beeler:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Stradivari's Genius: Five Violins, One Cello, and
Three Centuries of Enduring Perfection will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or suited book with you?

Nora Mickey:

The reason why? Because this Stradivari's Genius: Five Violins, One Cello, and Three Centuries of Enduring
Perfection is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

John Martin:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known
as of book Stradivari's Genius: Five Violins, One Cello, and Three Centuries of Enduring Perfection. You
can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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