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The Culture and Philosophy of Ridley Scott, edited by Adam Barkman, Ashley Barkman, and Nancy Kang,
brings together eighteen critical essays that illuminate a nearly comprehensive selection of the director’s
feature films from cutting-edge multidisciplinary and comparative perspectives. Chapters examine such
signature works as Alien (1979), Blade Runner (1982), Thelma and Louise (1991), Gladiator (2000),
Hannibal (2001), Black Hawk Down (2001), and American Gangster (2007).

This volume divides the chapters into three major thematic groups: responsibility, remembering, and
revision; real, alienated, and ideal lives; and gender, identity, and selfhood. Each section features six discrete
essays, each of which forwards an original thesis about the film or films chosen for analysis. Each chapter
features close readings of scenes as well as broader discussions that will interest academics, non-specialists,
as well as educated readers with an interest in films as visual texts. While recognizing Scott’s undeniable
contributions to contemporary popular cinema, the volume does not shy away from honest and well-
evidenced critique.

Each chapter’s approach correlates with philosophical, literary, or cultural studies perspectives. Using both
combined and single-film discussions, the contributors examine such topics as gender roles and feminist
theory; philosophical abstractions like ethics, honor, and personal responsibility; historical memory and the
challenges of accurately rendering historical events on screen; literary archetypes and generic conventions;
race relations and the effect of class difference on character construction; how religion shapes personal and
collective values; the role of a constantly changing technological universe; and the schism between
individual and group-based power structures.

The Culture and Philosophy of Ridley Scott assembles the critical essays of scholars working in the fields of
philosophy, literary studies, and cultural studies. An international group, they are based in the United States,
Canada, Argentina, Italy, Greece, Korea, the United Kingdom, and New Zealand. The guiding assumption on
the part of all the writers is that the filmmaker is the leading determiner of a motion picture’s ethos, artistic
vision, and potential for audience engagement. While not discounting the production team (including
screenwriters, actors, and cinematographers, among others), auteur theory recognizes the seminal role of the
director as the nucleus of the meaning-making process. With Scott an active and prolific presence in the
entertainment industry today, the timeliness of this volume is optimal.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Kirk:

The book The Culture and Philosophy of Ridley Scott make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Culture and Philosophy of
Ridley Scott being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a reserve
The Culture and Philosophy of Ridley Scott. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

David Creason:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large amount of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually The Culture and Philosophy of Ridley Scott.

Wanda Mason:

The book untitled The Culture and Philosophy of Ridley Scott contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era
of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Allen Grimm:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Culture and Philosophy of Ridley Scott to
make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially.
It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Culture and
Philosophy of Ridley Scott can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of the time.
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