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In 1863, San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors passed a law that criminalized appearing in public in “a dress
not belonging to his or her sex.” Adopted as part of a broader anti-indecency campaign, the cross-dressing
law became a flexible tool for policing multiple gender transgressions, facilitating over one hundred arrests
before the century’s end. Over forty U.S. cities passed similar laws during this time, yet little is known about
their emergence, operations, or effects. Grounded in a wealth of archival material, Arresting Dress traces the
career of anti-cross-dressing laws from municipal courtrooms and codebooks to newspaper scandals,
vaudevillian theater, freak-show performances, and commercial “slumming tours.” It shows that the law did
not simply police normative gender but actively produced it by creating new definitions of gender normality
and abnormality. It also tells the story of the tenacity of those who defied the law, spoke out when sentenced,
and articulated different gender possibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Rogers:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Arresting Dress: Cross-Dressing, Law, and
Fascination in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam
and Lisa Lowe) book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Claudia Weidner:

The book Arresting Dress: Cross-Dressing, Law, and Fascination in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco
(Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Arresting Dress: Cross-
Dressing, Law, and Fascination in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited
by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Todd Voss:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Arresting Dress: Cross-Dressing, Law, and
Fascination in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam
and Lisa Lowe) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Ida Johnson:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Arresting Dress: Cross-Dressing, Law, and
Fascination in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam
and Lisa Lowe) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about
book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it.
Beside that the publication Arresting Dress: Cross-Dressing, Law, and Fascination in Nineteenth-Century



San Francisco (Perverse Modernities: A Series Edited by Jack Halberstam and Lisa Lowe) can to be your
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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