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In 1920, socialist leader Eugene V. Debs ran for president while serving a ten-year jail term for speaking
against America’s role in World War I. Though many called Debs a traitor, others praised him as a prisoner
of conscience, a martyr to the cause of free speech. Nearly a million Americans agreed, voting for a man
whom the government had branded an enemy to his country.

In a beautifully crafted narrative, Ernest Freeberg shows that the campaign to send Debs from an Atlanta
jailhouse to the White House was part of a wider national debate over the right to free speech in wartime.
Debs was one of thousands of Americans arrested for speaking his mind during the war, while government
censors were silencing dozens of newspapers and magazines. When peace was restored, however, a
nationwide protest was unleashed against the government’s repression, demanding amnesty for Debs and his
fellow political prisoners. Led by a coalition of the country’s most important intellectuals, writers, and labor
leaders, this protest not only liberated Debs, but also launched the American Civil Liberties Union and
changed the course of free speech in wartime.

The Debs case illuminates our own struggle to define the boundaries of permissible dissent as we continue to
balance the right of free speech with the demands of national security. In this memorable story of democracy
on trial, Freeberg excavates an extraordinary episode in the history of one of America’s most prized ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Jonah Masten:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy
read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Democracy's Prisoner: Eugene
V. Debs, the Great War, and the Right to Dissent is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Brian Bauer:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Democracy's Prisoner: Eugene V. Debs, the Great War, and the Right to Dissent it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book offers high quality.

Katherine Shadrick:

This Democracy's Prisoner: Eugene V. Debs, the Great War, and the Right to Dissent is great reserve for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point
out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Democracy's Prisoner: Eugene V. Debs, the Great War, and the Right to Dissent in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Donna Layne:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Democracy's Prisoner: Eugene V. Debs, the Great War, and the Right to Dissent can make
you experience more interested to read.
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