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It has been customary to see the Muslim theologian Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (d. 1111) as a vehement critic of
philosophy, who rejected it in favour of Islamic mysticism (Sufism), a view which has come under increased
scrutiny in recent years.

This book argues that al-Ghazali was, instead, one of the greatest popularisers of philosophy in medieval
Islam. The author supplies new evidence showing that al-Ghazali was indebted to philosophy in his theory of
mystical cognition and his eschatology, and that, moreover, in these two areas he accepted even those
philosophical teachings which he ostensibly criticized. Through careful trand ation into English and detailed
discussion of more than 80 key passages (with many more surveyed throughout the book), the author shows
how al-Ghazali’ s understanding of "mystical cognition” is patterned after the philosophyof Avicenna (d.
1037). Arguing that despite overt criticism, al-Ghazali never rejected Avicennian philosophy and that his
mysticism itself is grounded in Avicenna’ s teachings, the book offers a clear and systematic presentation of
al-Ghazali’ s "philosophical mysticism."”

Challenging popular assumptions about one of the greatest Muslim theologians of all time, thisisan
important reference for scholars and laymen interested in Islamic theology and in the relations between
philosophy and mysticism.
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From reader reviews:
Geraldine Dube:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading addiction
giveyou lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Inspired Knowledge in
Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and
Civilization in the Middle East) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

James Ensor:

Spent afree timeto be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their very
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park. They
actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your own personal
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the guide untitled Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition
and Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) can be fine book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Tania Arney:

Typically the book Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and
Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) has alot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Carl Johnson:

Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian

Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but neverthel ess delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Inspired
Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation
(Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information



can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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