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Up until the end of the eighteenth century, the way Ottomans used their clocks conformed to the inner logic
of their own temporal culture. However, this began to change rather dramatically during the nineteenth
century, as the Ottoman Empire was increasingly assimilated into the European-dominated global economy
and the project of modern state building began to gather momentum.  In Reading Clocks, Alla Turca, Avner
Wishnitzer unravels the complexity of Ottoman temporal culture and for the first time tells the story of its
transformation. He explains that in their attempt to attain better surveillance capabilities and higher levels of
regularity and efficiency, various organs of the reforming Ottoman state developed elaborate temporal
constructs in which clocks played an increasingly important role. As the reform movement spread beyond
the government apparatus, emerging groups of officers, bureaucrats, and urban professionals incorporated
novel time-related ideas, values, and behaviors into their self-consciously “modern” outlook and lifestyle.
Acculturated in the highly regimented environment of schools and barracks, they came to identify efficiency
and temporal regularity with progress and the former temporal patterns with the old political order.

Drawing on a wealth of archival and literary sources, Wishnitzer’s original and highly important work
presents the shifting culture of time as an arena in which Ottoman social groups competed for legitimacy and
a medium through which the very concept of modernity was defined. Reading Clocks, Alla Turca breaks new
ground in the study of the Middle East and presents us with a new understanding of the relationship between
time and modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

With other case, little folks like to read book Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late
Ottoman Empire. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important the book Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's read.

Shelly Gomes:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the book untitled Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late
Ottoman Empire can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Bridget Dell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late
Ottoman Empire giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point
is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Emma Berkey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time
and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Reading
Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire as good book but not only by the cover



but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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