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Bestselling author Joe Drape reveals the unique pressur es and expectationsthat make a year of Army
football so much morethan just atally of winsand losses.

The football team at the U.S. Military Academy is not like other college football teams. At other schools,
athletes are catered to and coddled at every turn. At West Point, they carry the same arduous load as their
fellow cadets, shouldering an Ivy League—caliber education and year-round military training. After
graduation they are not going to the NFL but to danger zones halfway around the world. These young men
are not just football players, they are soldiers first.

New York Times sportswriter Joe Drape takes us inside the world of Army football, as the Black Knights and
their third-year coach, Rich Ellerson, seek to turn around a program that had recently fallen on hard times,
with the goal to beat Navy and "sing last" at the Army-Navy game in December. The 2011 season would
prove atrue test of the players' mettle and perseverance.

Drawing on his extensive and unfettered access to the players and the coaching staff, Drape introduces us to
this special group of young men and their achievements on and off the field. Anchoring the narrative and the
team are five key players. quarterback Trent Steelman, the most gifted athlete; linebacker Steve Erzinger,
who once questioned his place at West Point but has become atrue leader; Andrew Rodriguez, the son of a
general and the top scholar-athlete; Max Jenkins, the backup quarterback and the second-in-command of the
Corps of Cadets; and Larry Dixon, atalented first-year running back. Together with Coach Ellerson, his
staff, and West Point's officers and instructors, they and their teammates embrace the demands made on them
and learn crucia lessons that will resonate throughout their lives—and ours.
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From reader reviews:
Carlo Young:

Baook isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for us. The book Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and
Football at West Point seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and
Football at West Point is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you
feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
while using book Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West Point. Y ou never sense lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Christine Hughes:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West Point your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get previous to. The Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West
Point giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details
for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Ronald Johnson:

This Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West Point is great e-book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West Point in your hand like having
theworld in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within
ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Kevin Adams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours aday. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It



aright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Soldiers First:
Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West Point which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.
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