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Samson and his Arch-Eulogist.—Abbot Samson of St. Edmundsbury and his biographer, Jocelin of
Brakelond, undoubtedly owe such immortality as they possess to their introduction to the world at large by
Thomas Carlyle. Learned historians and commentators of the past had made use of the dry facts of the
Chronicle for their disquisitions and treatises; but none had recognized the human interest of Jocelin's
narrative until the Sage of Chelsea seized upon it as evidence of that theory of Hero Worship on which he
loved to insist. The whole of the seventeen chapters of Book II. of "Past and Present," published in 1843, are
devoted to a study of Abbot Samson, and the lessons which Carlyle thought "our own poor century" could
learn from him. From that day to this, Samson has been more or less a household word; and, as John Richard
Green says in his "Stray Studies" (1876), "In the wandering gossipy pages of Jocelin of Brakelond the life of
the twelfth century, so far as it could penetrate abbey walls, still glows distinct for us round the figure of the
shrewd, practical, kindly, imperious abbot who looks out, a little travestied perhaps, from the pages of Mr.
Carlyle." The Chronicle.—Mr. Green further says:—"By a rare accident the figure of the silent, industrious
Norfolk monk, who at the close of Henry the Second's reign suddenly found himself ruler of the wealthiest,
if not the greatest, of English abbeys, starts out distinct from the dim canvas of the annals of his house.
Annals indeed in any strict sense St. Edmund's has none; no national chronicle was ever penned in its
scriptorium such as that which flings lustre round its rival, St. Albans; nor is even a record of its purely
monastic life preserved such as that which gives a local and ecclesiastical interest to its rival of Glastonbury.
One book alone the abbey has given us, but that one book is worth a thousand chronicles
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From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

The book The Chronicle of Jocelin of Brakelond: A Picture of Monastic Life in the Days of Abbot Samson
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make examining a book The Chronicle of Jocelin of Brakelond: A Picture of Monastic Life in the Days of
Abbot Samson for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
e-book The Chronicle of Jocelin of Brakelond: A Picture of Monastic Life in the Days of Abbot Samson.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this book?

Arnulfo Walls:

This The Chronicle of Jocelin of Brakelond: A Picture of Monastic Life in the Days of Abbot Samson are
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Chronicle
of Jocelin of Brakelond: A Picture of Monastic Life in the Days of Abbot Samson can be on the list of great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Chronicle of Jocelin of
Brakelond: A Picture of Monastic Life in the Days of Abbot Samson giving you an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Thelma Davis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Chronicle of Jocelin of Brakelond: A Picture of Monastic Life in
the Days of Abbot Samson why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Roger Richmond:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Chronicle of Jocelin of Brakelond: A Picture
of Monastic Life in the Days of Abbot Samson can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd



activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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