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Seminar paper from the year 1999 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Dusseldorf "Heinrich Heine" (Anglistik 11 (American Studies)), course: The Tales of Henry James, 15 entries
in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Among the central motifs that can be traced throughout
Henry James's career as awriter is his concern with the social and moral differences between the New

World and Europe (mainly represented by England, Italy and France), which he called the “ Americano-
European legend” and is otherwise frequently referred to as the “international theme”. It reflects the mutual
misunderstandings of Americans and Europeans, often by following the same basic pattern, i.e. the innocent
and naive American girl who journeysto the Old Country and encounters a corrupt, mostly rigid set of
values which its advocates attempt to subjugate her to. Usually the heroine struggles to protect her integrity,
her individualism and personal freedom against a society that strikes her as oppressive, anti-democratic or, as
is the case with Madame de Mauves, asimmoral, and undergoes a changing process in which she abandons
her romantic vision and nostalgic longing for a quaint and picturesque Europe.

Although in his exploration of the international conflict ‘innocence’ isinvariably associated with the
American side, whereas ‘knowledge' is mostly to be found on the European, the satire and irony in the study
of national charactersisaimed at both. Sometimes showing sympathy for the hel pless American outsider
abroad, who isnot at all prepared to deal with the complexity of cultural lifein Europe, James at other times
sympathizes with the European facing the uncultivated, socially ignorant and traditionless American (of
which Daisy Miller’s mother seems to be the representative model), thus giving us an al in all tremendously
balanced and superb portrayal of the idiosyncratic manners of both sides of the Atlantic.

| have selected three early ‘tales’, as James called them, which | am going to examine - in chronological
order - with regard to the question of how the “international theme” manifestsitself in them, focussing on the
different codes of conduct pertaining to America and the respective European country where the story is set,
aswell asthe characters' inherent traits as far asthey are relevant of the ‘type’ James wished to illustrate.
Thetales | have chosen are "Madame de Mauves', "Daisy Miller" and "An International Episode”. All

guotes referring to either one of these stories are indicated in brackets in the text of this essay.
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From reader reviews:
Harold Graham:

The publication untitled The International Theme: The Conflict of National Typesin the Tales of Henry
James is the guide that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The author was did alot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account
is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The International Theme: The Conflict of National
Typesin the Tales of Henry James from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Brooke Jenkins;

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The International Theme: The
Conflict of National Typesin the Tales of Henry James that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The International Theme: The
Conflict of National Typesin the Tales of Henry James become your starter.

Danid Colon:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and book asto be the issue. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your teacher or
lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of books that can
you decide to try be your object. One of them is The International Theme: The Conflict of National Typesin
the Tales of Henry James.

Alexander Pridmore:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The International Theme: The Conflict
of National Typesin the Tales of Henry James to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It isto be first opinion for
you to like to start abook and read it. Beside that the publication The International Theme: The Conflict of
National Typesin the Tales of Henry James can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of thistime.
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