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One summer afternoon rather more than eleven hundred years ago, the boy Roland was sitting in the cleft of
abroken rock that forms the crest of one of the hillsin the neighborhood of Sutri. Above him was the deep
blue sky of Italy, unflecked by any cloud: on either side of him stretched a dull, uneven plain broken here
and there by wet marshes, and long lines of low hills. A mile or more to the south, and partly hidden behind
the brow of the hill, could be seen the old town, with its strong castle, and its half-ruined amphitheatre and its
white-walled monastery. Directly beneath him was the dusty highroad which, after winding among the
straggling vineyards and little farms that dotted the plain, was lost to sight in a strip of dusky woodland a
league and more to the northward. Along that road King Charlemagne, with the flower of his great army, was
hourly expected to pass, marching on his way to the castle of Sutri, where he was to be entertained for atime
asaguest; and it was for this reason that the lad sat so still, and watched so long, in his half-hidden perch on
the hilltop.

Every thing, asif awed by the near coming of the hero king, seemed strangely still that afternoon. Scarcely a
sign of life was to be seen; and the places which at other times had been noisy with busy workers were now
silent and deserted. The reapers, who yesterday had made the whesat-fields ring with their gay jests and their
rude songs, had | eft their sicklesin the fields, and stolen silently away. The young girls who had been
gleaning the fallen grain, and whose laughter had awakened the echoes among the hills, were nowhere to be
seen to-day, although the eagle eyes of Roland sought them on every hand. Along the highroad, which at
other times seemed alive with the busy folk coming and going between Sutri and Viterbo, neither man,
woman, nor beast was stirring. But off toward Sutri the boy could see that things were quite different. The
town seemed to be decked in holiday attire; the governor’ s castle was draped with gay bunting, and flags and
banners floated from the turret-tops. Companies of knights dressed in rich livery rode hither and thither,
impatiently waiting the word from the watchman above the gates to go out and meet the kingly guest. The
streets were crowded with hurrying, eager folk, who knew not whether to hail the coming of Charlemagne
and his host as a blessing, or look upon it as acalamity...
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From reader reviews:
Angelina Rone:

The book The Story of Roland make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Story of Roland for being your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or
al subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like start and read a publication The Story of Roland. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about
this e-book?

lda Vanwormer:

Here thing why thiskind of The Story of Roland are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of al reading
abook isgood but it really dependsin the content than it which is the content is as delightful asfood or not.
The Story of Roland giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no reserve that similar with The Story of Roland. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You
can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Story of Roland in e-book can be
your choice.

Princess Bequette:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't eval uate book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Story of Roland why because the great cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Thomas Baldwin:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Story of Roland can be the answer, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your extratime by reading
in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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