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As banks crashed, belts tightened, and cupboards emptied across the country, American prisons grew fat.
Doing Time in the Depression tells the story of the 1930s as seen from the cell blocks and cotton fields of
Texas and California prisons, state institutions that held growing numbers of working people from around
the country and the world—overwhelmingly poor, disproportionately non-white, and displaced by economic
crisis.

Ethan Blue paints a vivid portrait of everyday life inside Texas and California’s penal systems. Each element
of prison life—from numbing boredom to hard labor, from meager pleasure in popular culture to crushing
pain from illness or violence—demonstrated a contest between keepers and the kept. From the moment they
arrived to the day they would leave, inmates struggled over the meanings of race and manhood, power and
poverty, and of the state itself. In this richly layered account, Blue compellingly argues that punishment in
California and Texas played a critical role in producing a distinctive set of class, race, and gender identities
in the 1930s, some of which reinforced the social hierarchies and ideologies of New Deal America, and
others of which undercut and troubled the established social order. He reveals the underside of the modern
state in two very different prison systems, and the making of grim institutions whose power would only grow
across the century.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Lemaire:

The book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History
and Culture) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make reading through a book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and
California Prisons (American History and Culture) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything
if you like open and read a e-book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California
Prisons (American History and Culture). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Richard Burnett:

The publication with title Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons
(American History and Culture) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book
on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Terry Kiser:

This Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and
Culture) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great plan
word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in
Texas and California Prisons (American History and Culture) in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

William Levitt:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday
Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and Culture) was colourful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and
California Prisons (American History and Culture) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until



youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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