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Can American cities respond effectively to pressing social problems? Or, as many scholars have claimed, are
urban politics so mired in stasis, gridlock and bureaucratic paralysis that dramatic policy change is
impossible? Homelessness in New York City tells the remarkable story of how America’s largest city has
struggled for more than thirty years to meet the crisis of modern homelessness through the landmark
development, since the initiation of the Callahan v Carey litigation in 1979, of a municipal shelter system
based on a court-enforced right to shelter.
 
New York City now shelters more than 50,000 otherwise homeless people at an annual cost of more than $1
billion in the largest and most complex shelter system in the world. Establishing the right to shelter was a
dramatic break with long established practice. Developing and managing the shelter system required the city
to repeatedly overcome daunting challenges, from dealing with mentally ill street dwellers to confronting
community opposition to shelter placement. In the course of these efforts many classic dilemmas in social
policy and public administration arose. Does adequate provision for the poor create perverse incentives? Can
courts manage recalcitrant bureaucracies? Is poverty rooted in economic structures or personal behavior?
The tale of how five mayors—Koch, Dinkins, Giuliani, Bloomberg and de Blasio—have wrestled with these
problems is one of caution and hope: the task is difficult and success is never unqualified, but positive
change is possible. Homelessness in New York City tells the remarkable story of what happened—for good
and sometimes less good—when New York established the right to shelter.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Homelessness in New York
City: Policymaking from Koch to de Blasio is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Heather Bencomo:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Homelessness in New York City: Policymaking from
Koch to de Blasio as the daily resource information.

Earnest Moss:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Homelessness in New York City: Policymaking from Koch to de
Blasio it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses
high quality.

Deborah Wilkerson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Homelessness in New York City: Policymaking from Koch to de Blasio can make you



experience more interested to read.
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