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In 1987 horrific tales of organ theft that had been circulating in Central and South Americafor years caught
the attention of the international media. Soon reports came from all over the planet, rising to acrescendo in
the late 1990s. V éronique Campion-Vincent describes these narratives in detail and classifies them as three
basic types: the Baby Parts Story, Eye Thieves, and Kidney Heists. She then recounts the social problems
that seemed to make these awful legends plausible--trade in human organs bought from the living poor;
advances in modern medicine which seemed to blur the lines between life and death; theills of poverty in the
developing world and its consequences; international adoption and real human trafficking.

Religious and moral authorities, political campaigners, propagandists, and the media all exploited the
legends of organ theft according to their specific agendas. Campion-Vincent reviews the explanations
offered by authorities, reporters, and anthropologists and offers her own folklore analysis pointing out the
similarities between organ theft stories and the perennial tale of the Slaughter of the Innocents. Noting the
real trials of everyday life in much of the Third World and documented cases of illegal trafficking in organs,
corpses, and children, Campion-Vincent does not dismiss these tales as just another example of urban
legends run amok. Instead, she offers a nuanced analysis of the connections between traditional horror tales,
modern trends, and real eventsto show how complicated it can be to know the truth of any particular story.

These legends still circulate, and variations remain commonplace throughout the world. Campion-Vincent
notes, sadly, that the socia problems that paralleled the rise of organ theft narratives persist today.

V éronique Campion-Vincent of Paris, France, works at the Maison des Sciences de L'Homme. She has
published numerous books in French and articles in French and English on contemporary legends.
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From reader reviews:
Sam Grimes;

As people who livein the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erathat is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a personis
you don't know which you should start with. This Organ Theft Legendsis our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jeffrey Sandoval:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people lovesto study a book. When you learn a book
you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Organ Theft Legends will give you new experience in reading a book.

Linda Shdll:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Organ Theft Legendswhichis
having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's natice.

Jennifer Tomasini:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by online on social media.

Y ou can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It is known
as of book Organ Theft Legends. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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