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What happened to the promise of Tahrir Square and the Arab Spring?

On January 25, 2011, the world was watching Cairo. Egyptians of every stripe came together in Tahrir
Square to protest Hosni Mubarak's three decades of brutal rule. After many hopeful, turbulent years,
however, Egypt seems to be back where it began, with another strongman, President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, in
power. How did this happen?

In Circling the Square, Wendell Steavenson uses literary reportage to describe the intimate ironies and ad
hoc movements of the Egyptian revolution—from Mubarak's fall to Mohammed Morsi's. Vignettes,
incidents, anecdotes, conversations, musings, observations and character sketches cast a fresh light on this
vital Middle Eastern story.

Closely observing a wide range of people from a thug in a slum with a homemade gun to the
democracy/documentary makers on Tahrir Square, to fundamentalist imams and military intelligence
officers, Steavenson dares to ask: what am I looking at and how can I begin to understand it?

With a novelist's eye for character, Steavenson paints indelible, instantly recognizable portraits and
dilemmas that illuminate universal questions. What does democracy mean? What happens when a revolution
throws the ideas and values of a society into crisis? What is a revolution, and, finally, what can it
accomplish?
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From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

This Circling the Square: Stories from the Egyptian Revolution book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Circling the Square: Stories from the Egyptian Revolution
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be
worry Circling the Square: Stories from the Egyptian Revolution can bring whenever you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Circling the Square: Stories from the Egyptian Revolution having very good arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Michael Alvarado:

The particular book Circling the Square: Stories from the Egyptian Revolution has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after looking over this book.

Donna Kerns:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Circling the Square: Stories from the Egyptian Revolution offer you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Quentin Taylor:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Circling the Square: Stories from the Egyptian Revolution can make
you experience more interested to read.
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