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Susan Castillo’s pioneering study examines the extraordinary proliferation of polyphonic or ‘multi-voiced’
texts in the three centuries following the first contact between Europeans and the indigenous peoples of the
Americas. Taking a selection of plays, printed dialogues, travel narratives and lexicographic studies in
English, Spanish and French, the book explores both European and indigenous writers of the early Americas.
Paying particular attention to performance and performativity in the texts of the early colonial world, Susan
Castillo asks:

why vast numbers of polyphonic and performative texts emerged in the Early Americas●

how these texts enabled explorers, settlers and indigenous groups to come to terms with radical differences●

in language, behaviour and cultural practices
how dialogues, plays and paratheatrical texts were used to impose or resist ideologies and cultural norms●

how performance and polyphony allowed Europeans and Americans to debate exactly what it meant to be●

European or American, or in some cases, both.

Tracing the dynamic enactment of (often conflictive) encounters between differing local narratives, Castillo
presents polyphonic texts as not only singularly useful tools for exploring what initially seemed inexpressible
or for conveying controversial ideas, but also as the site where cultural difference is negotiated. Offering
unparalleled linguistic and historical range, through the analysis of texts from Spain, France, New Spain,
Peru, Brazil, New England and New France, this volume is an important advance in the study of early
American literature and the writings of colonial encounter.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

The guide with title Colonial Encounters in New World Writing, 1500-1786: Performing America has lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Mary Burnette:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to reading a
reserve. The book Colonial Encounters in New World Writing, 1500-1786: Performing America it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Lillian Robbins:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Colonial Encounters in New
World Writing, 1500-1786: Performing America is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jack Scala:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Colonial Encounters in New World Writing, 1500-1786: Performing America when you
necessary it?
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