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As anyone who has flown into Los Angeles at dusk or Houston at midday knows, urban areas today defy
traditional notions of what a city is. Our old definitions of urban, suburban, and rural fail to capture the
complexity of these vast regions with their superhighways, subdivisions, industrial areas, office parks, and
resort areas pushing far out into the countryside. Detractors call it sprawl and assert that it is economically
inefficient, socially inequitable, environmentally irresponsible, and aesthetically ugly. Robert Bruegmann
calls it a logical consequence of economic growth and the democratization of society, with benefits that
urban planners have failed to recognize.

In his incisive history of the expanded city, Bruegmann overturns every assumption we have about sprawl.
Taking a long view of urban development, he demonstrates that sprawl is neither recent nor particularly
American but as old as cities themselves, just as characteristic of ancient Rome and eighteenth-century Paris
as it is of Atlanta or Los Angeles. Nor is sprawl the disaster claimed by many contemporary observers.
Although sprawl, like any settlement pattern, has undoubtedly produced problems that must be addressed, it
has also provided millions of people with the kinds of mobility, privacy, and choice that were once the
exclusive prerogatives of the rich and powerful.

The first major book to strip urban sprawl of its pejorative connotations, Sprawl offers a completely new
vision of the city and its growth. Bruegmann leads readers to the powerful conclusion that "in its immense
complexity and constant change, the city-whether dense and concentrated at its core, looser and more
sprawling in suburbia, or in the vast tracts of exurban penumbra that extend dozens, even hundreds, of miles-
is the grandest and most marvelous work of mankind."

“Largely missing from this debate [over sprawl] has been a sound and reasoned history of this pattern of
living. With Robert Bruegmann’s Sprawl: A Compact History, we now have one. What a pleasure it is: well-
written, accessible and eager to challenge the current cant about sprawl.”—Joel Kotkin, The Wall Street
Journal

 

“There are scores of books offering ‘solutions’ to sprawl. Their authors would do well to read this
book.”—Witold Rybczynski, Slate
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From reader reviews:

Arlie Carrillo:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Sprawl: A Compact History. All type of
book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Donald Link:

Here thing why that Sprawl: A Compact History are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking
at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Sprawl: A Compact History giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Sprawl: A Compact History. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Sprawl: A Compact History in e-book can be your alternate.

Annamarie Hernandez:

The actual book Sprawl: A Compact History has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Tessa Krieger:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Sprawl: A Compact History why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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