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Michael Flynn has written the best SF in the tradition of Robert A. Heinlein of the last decade. His major
work was the Firestar sequence, a four-book future history. "As Robert A. Heinlein did and all too few have
done since, Michael Flynn writes about the near future as if he'd been there and was bringing back reports of
what he'd seen," said Harry Turtledove. Now, in this sweeping stand-alone epic of the spaceways, Flynn
grows again in stature, with an SF novel worthy of the master himself. Indeed, if Heinlein's famous
character, the space-faring poet Rhysling, had ever written a novel, this would be it.

This is a compelling tale of the glory that was. In the days of the great sailing ships, in the mid-twenty-first
century, when magnetic sails drew cargo and passengers alike to every corner of the solar system, sailors had
the highest status of all spacemen, and the crew of the luxury liner the River of Stars, the highest among all
sailors.

But development of the Farnsworth fusion drive doomed the sailing ships, and now the River of Stars is the
last of its kind, retrofitted with engines, her mast vestigial, her sails unraised for years. An ungainly hybrid,
she operates in the late years of the century as a mere tramp freighter among the outer planets, and her crew
is a motley group of misfits. Stepan Gorgas is the escapist executive officer who becomes captain.
Ramakrishnan Bhatterji is the chief engineer who disdains him. Eugenie Satterwaithe, once a captain herself,
is third officer and, for form's sake, sailing master.

When an unlikely and catastrophic engine failure strikes the River, Bhatterji is confident he can effect repairs
with heroic engineering, but Satterwaithe and the other sailors among the crew plot to save her with a
glorious last gasp for the old ways, mesmerized by a vision of arriving at Jupiter proudly under sail. The
story of their doom has the power, the poetry, and the inevitability of a Greek tragedy. This is a great science
fiction novel, Flynn's best yet.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Wreck of the River of
Stars book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jared Williams:

Here thing why this kind of The Wreck of the River of Stars are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. The Wreck of the River of Stars giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with The Wreck of the River of
Stars. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of The Wreck of the River of Stars in e-book can be your substitute.

Cheryl Ruiz:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book The Wreck of the River of Stars it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

Kim Phillips:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Wreck of the River of Stars is
simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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