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The first book-length study on the subject in any language, Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time
treats Tolstoy's experience as a massive philosophical and religious project rather than a crisis-laden tragedy.
Inessa Medzhibovskaya explains the evolution of Tolstoy's religious outlook based on his ongoing dialogue
with the tradition of conversion in Europe and Russia, as well as on the demands of his own heart, mind, and
spirit. The author contextualizes Tolstoy's conversion, comparing his pattern of religious conversion with
that of other notable religious converts-Saint Paul, Saint Augustine, Luther, Pascal, Rousseau-as well with
that of Tolstoy's countrymen-Pushkin, Gogol, Chaadaev, Stankevich, Belinsky, Herzen, and Dostoevsky.
Stressing the importance of the religious culture of his time for Tolstoy, this study investigates the nineteenth
century debates that inspired and repelled Tolstoy as he weighed arguments for or against faith in his
dialogues with the culture of his time, covering widely differing fields and disciplines of experimental
knowledge. The author considers German Romantic philosophy, the natural sciences, pragmatist religious
solutions, theories of social progress and evolution, and the historical school of Christianity.
Medzhibovskaya stresses the fact that influential intellectual currents were as important to Tolstoy as
believers and nonbelievers were from and beyond his immediate environment.
The author argues that, in this sense, Tolstoy's conversion emerges as deeply intertextual, and this surprising
discovery should not diminish our trust in Tolstoy's sincerity during his religious evolution, which occurred
both spontaneously as well as deliberately. The polyphony of discreet spiritual moments that Tolstoy created
by fusing in his narratives of conversion religious and artistic realms is arguably his greatest contribution to
spiritual autobiography.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Blanchard:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A
Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A
Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Myra Coronado:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885.

William Johnson:

Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885 can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion,
1845-1885 yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new
stage of crucial imagining.

Willie McCorkle:

Beside this Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Tolstoy and the Religious Culture of His Time: A
Biography of a Long Conversion, 1845-1885 because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be



questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well
as read it from today!
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