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Are socioeconomic inequalities in education declining? Is socioeconomic background becoming less
important for people’s occupational class or status? How important is cognitive ability for education
and later occupational outcomes? How do countries differ in the importance of socioeconomic
background for education and work?

Gary N. Marks argues that in western industrialized countries, pervasive views that socioeconomic
background (or class background) has strong and unchanging relationships with education and later
socioeconomic outcomes, resistant to policy and social change, are unfounded. Marks provides a large
amount of evidence from many countries showing that the influence of socioeconomic background for
education is moderate and most often declining, and socioeconomic background has only very weak impacts
on adults’ occupation and earnings after taking into account education and cognitive ability.

Furthermore, Marks shows that cognitive ability is a more powerful influence than socioeconomic
background for educational outcomes, and that in addition to its indirect effects through education has a
direct effect on occupation and earnings. Its effects cannot be dismissed as simply another aspect of
socioeconomic background, nor do the usual criticisms of ‘cognitive ability’ apply. The declining effects for
socioeconomic background and the importance of cognitive ability support several of the contentions of
modernization theory.

The book contributes to a variety of debates within sociology: quantitative and qualitative approaches,
explanatory and non-explanatory theory, the relationship between theory and empirical research, the role of
political ideology in research, sociology as a social science, and sociology’s contribution to knowledge about
contemporary societies. It will appeal to professionals in the fields of education and sociology as well as
postgraduate students and academics involved in the debate.
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From reader reviews:

Ramon Jeter:

This Education, Social Background and Cognitive Ability: The decline of the social (Routledge Research in
Education) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Education, Social
Background and Cognitive Ability: The decline of the social (Routledge Research in Education) without we
recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Education, Social Background and Cognitive Ability: The decline of the social (Routledge Research in
Education) can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Education, Social Background and
Cognitive Ability: The decline of the social (Routledge Research in Education) having excellent arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edgar Hightower:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is actually Education, Social Background and Cognitive Ability: The decline of the social (Routledge
Research in Education).

Robert King:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Education, Social Background and Cognitive
Ability: The decline of the social (Routledge Research in Education) can give you a lot of pals because by
you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We should have Education, Social Background and Cognitive Ability: The decline of the social
(Routledge Research in Education).

Byron Hiebert:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Education, Social Background and Cognitive Ability: The
decline of the social (Routledge Research in Education) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book Education, Social Background and Cognitive Ability: The decline of the social



(Routledge Research in Education) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading in which.
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