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A contemporary of Descartes and Newton, Athanasius Kircher, S. J. (1601/2–80), was one of Europe’s most
inventive and versatile scholars in the baroque era. He published more than thirty works in fields as diverse
as astronomy, magnetism, cryptology, numerology, geology, and music. But Kircher is most famous—or
infamous—for his quixotic attempt to decipher the Egyptian hieroglyphs and reconstruct the ancient
traditions they encoded. In 1655, after more than two decades of toil, Kircher published his solution to the
hieroglyphs, Oedipus Aegyptiacus, a work that has been called “one of the most learned monstrosities of all
times.” Here Daniel Stolzenberg presents a new interpretation of Kircher’s hieroglyphic studies, placing
them in the context of seventeenth-century scholarship on paganism and Oriental languages.

           

Situating Kircher in the social world of baroque Rome, with its scholars, artists, patrons, and censors,
Stolzenberg shows how Kircher’s study of ancient paganism depended on the circulation of texts, artifacts,
and people between Christian and Islamic civilizations. Along with other participants in the rise of Oriental
studies, Kircher aimed to revolutionize the study of the past by mastering Near Eastern languages and
recovering ancient manuscripts hidden away in the legendary libraries of Cairo and Damascus. The
spectacular flaws of his scholarship have fostered an image of Kircher as an eccentric anachronism, a
throwback to the Renaissance hermetic tradition. Stolzenberg argues against this view, showing how Kircher
embodied essential tensions of a pivotal phase in European intellectual history, when pre-Enlightenment
scholars pioneered modern empirical methods of studying the past while still working within traditional
frameworks, such as biblical history and beliefs about magic and esoteric wisdom.

 Download Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secre ...pdf

 Read Online Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Sec ...pdf

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00BZONB5G
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00BZONB5G
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00BZONB5G
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00BZONB5G
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00BZONB5G
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00BZONB5G
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00BZONB5G
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=B00BZONB5G


Download and Read Free Online Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity
Daniel Stolzenberg

From reader reviews:

Anna Lewis:

The book Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like
a book Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets
of Antiquity has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Nancy Collins:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the
Secrets of Antiquity as your daily resource information.

Anita Rodriguez:

The book untitled Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you
can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice study.

Jerold Niemi:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as
of book Egyptian Oedipus: Athanasius Kircher and the Secrets of Antiquity. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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