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The invention of flight represents the culmination of centuries of thought and desire. Kites and rockets
sparked our collective imagination. Then the balloon gave humanity its first experience aloft, though at the
mercy of the winds. The steerable airship that followed had more practicality, yet a number of
insurmountable limitations. But the airplane truly launched the Aerial Age, and its subsequent impact--from
the vantage of a century after the Wright Brother's historic flight on December 17, 1903--has been
extraordinary.
Richard Hallion, a distinguished international authority on aviation, offers a bold new examination of aircraft
history, stressing its global roots. The result is an interpretive history of uncommon sweep, complexity, and
warmth. Taking care to place each technological advance in the context of its own period as well as that of
the evolving era of air travel, this ground-breaking work follows the pre-history of flight, the work of balloon
and airship advocates, fruitless early attempts to invent the airplane, the Wright brothers and other pioneers,
the impact of air power on the outcome of World War I, and finally the transfer of prophecy into practice as
flight came to play an ever-more important role in world affairs, both military and civil.
Making extensive use of extracts from the journals, diaries, and memoirs of the pioneers themselves, and
interspersing them with a wide range or rare photographs and drawings, Taking Flight leads readers to the
laboratories and airfields where aircraft were conceived and tested. Forcefully yet gracefully written in rich
detail and with thorough documentation, this book is certain to be the standard reference for years to come
on how humanity came to take to the sky, and what the Aerial Age has meant to the world since da Vinci's
first fantastical designs.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Taking Flight: Inventing the Aerial Age, from
Antiquity through the First World War. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important any book Taking Flight: Inventing the Aerial Age, from
Antiquity through the First World War. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Christopher Jorge:

The book Taking Flight: Inventing the Aerial Age, from Antiquity through the First World War make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at
a book Taking Flight: Inventing the Aerial Age, from Antiquity through the First World War for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a e-book Taking Flight: Inventing the Aerial
Age, from Antiquity through the First World War. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Nicole Williams:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of
them is this Taking Flight: Inventing the Aerial Age, from Antiquity through the First World War.

Eugene Howard:

Taking Flight: Inventing the Aerial Age, from Antiquity through the First World War can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Taking Flight: Inventing the Aerial Age, from Antiquity through the First



World War however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial imagining.
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