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Columbia University Press's widely anticipated, complete translation of the Huainanz, published in 2010,
opened exciting new pathways in the study of classical Chinese philosophy and literature. Compiled in the
second century B.C.E., the Huainanz is acritical work of early Chinese thought, clarifying a crucial period
in the development of Chinese conceptions of the cosmos, human nature, and the social order. This
abridgement contains essential selections from each of the Huainanz’ s twenty-one chapters and adds a new
introduction and chapter descriptions. Designed for classroom use and genera readers, it allows even greater
access to this central work of Chinese intellectual history.

Outlining “all that a modern monarch needs to know” in order to govern efficaciously, the Huainanz
emphasi zes rigorous self-cultivation and mental discipline, attributing successful rule to a balance of broad
knowledge, diligent application, and penetrating wisdom. The text represents a remarkable synthesis of
Daoist classics, such as the Laozi and the Zhuangzi; works associated with the Confucian tradition, such as
the Changes, the Odes, and the Documents; and a range of other foundational philosophical and literary
texts, from the Moz to the Hanfeiz. This abridgement preserves the Huainanz’s special rhetorical features,
such asits parallel prose and verse, and its unique compositional techniques, making its form and content
accessible to students, specialists of later China, and audiences new to Chinese history and thought. For
decades, Western scholars overlooked the Huainanz’ s sophisticated structure, creative content, and rich
historical value, yet all that changed with the translation of the full text. The Essential Huainanz continues
to increase awareness of this brilliant work and change our understanding of early Chinese history.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

This The Essential Huainanzi (Trandations from the Asian Classics) book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book isinformation inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information
you will get. Thiskind of The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
The Essential Huainanzi (Tranglations from the Asian Classics) can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves come to be full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even telephone.
This The Essential Huainanzi (Trandlations from the Asian Classics) having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Emma Patter son:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Essential
Huainanzi (Tranglations from the Asian Classics) suitable to you? The particular book was written by
popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian
Classics)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired |ots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
previousto. The author explained their concept in the ssmple way, so al of people can easily to understand
the core of this book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you
to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Roy Hanson:

The actual book The Essential Huainanzi (Trandations from the Asian Classics) will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. Should you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Essential Huainanzi (Trandations
from the Asian Classics) is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can aso get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William K ozak:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And aso you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou have to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them isthis The Essential Huainanzi
(Trandations from the Asian Classics).
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