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From critically acclaimed military historian Gerald Astor comes Wings of Gold, the first account of how the
airplane transformed the U.S. Navy and paved the way to victory in the Pacific in World War II. Astor tracks
that fateful journey from its humble beginnings in 1910 when Eugene Ely flew the very first plane off the
deck of a U.S. Navy ship to the unprecedented air combat missions that helped defeat the Japanese.

Few naval aviators in World War II realized that when they earned their wings of gold they were about to
become test pilots for a whole new kind of combat. In their own words, these courageous fliers describe the
life-and-death air battles that defined the revolution in naval strategy that rose from the ashes of Pearl
Harbor, when fighter pilots watched in horror as Japanese carrier-launched aircraft bombed their planes and
airfields into smoking rubble.

While following the pilots’ firsthand reports of air strikes and blazing dogfights across the islands and atolls
of the Pacific, Astor explores the ways the U.S. Navy began its momentous transformation before the war.
Later, the critical role of aircraft carriers in the stunning U.S. victory at Midway sounded the death knell for
conventional naval warfare, yet the public, the press, the Army, and even the president’s advisors refused to
recognize the new reality. In fact, only a few in the Navy understood that a new era had begun that would
change the face of war forever.

The young Americans who fought the deadly duels against Imperial Japanese forces high over the Pacific
gave everything they had to the war effort, and many made the supreme sacrifice. Wings of Gold pays tribute
to their courage, daring, and selfless dedication. Vividly told, thoroughly researched, and filled with stirring
accounts of the Pacific War’s greatest air battles, Wings of Gold is an important addition to the annals of
World War II aerial combat.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

The particular book Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Wings of Gold: The
U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Linda Mays:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you
ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide
untitled Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II can be very good book to read. May
be it can be best activity to you.

Crystal Parrish:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time
to be go through. Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II can be your answer given it
can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Blanche Ball:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air
Campaign in World War II or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Wings of Gold: The U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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