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In Troubled Waters, Paul F. Paskoff offers a comprehensive examination of the federal government's river
improvements program, which aimed to reduce hazards to navigation on the great rivers of Americasinterior
during the early and mid-nineteenth century. Danger on the rivers camein avariety of forms. Shoals, rapids,
ice, rocks, sandbars, and uprooted trees and submerged steamboat wrecks lodged in river beds were the most
common perils and accounted for the largest number of steamboat disasters. This daunting array of river
hazards required a similarly broad range of efforts to remove or at least ameliorate them. Against a variety of
obstacles -- natural, political, and technological -- the river improvements program succeeded in reducing the
rate of steamboat |0ss, even as steamboat traffic dramatically increased. Its success, Paskoff argues,
demonstrates that the federal government was far more active than generally thought in promoting economic
growth and development in the years leading up to the Civil War.

The river improvements program was one of the most volatile issues in national, sectional, and state politics,
touching on questions of economic development, constitutional law, partisan politics, and sectional rivalry.
Paskoff examines the controversial program from its beginnings during the early republic to 1844, giving
careful attention to the policies of Andrew Jackson's administration. He explores the array of objections to
the program -- some grounded in a strict interpretation of the Constitution and othersin a concern over
alleged federal wantonness, corruption, and waste -- and follows the political story through the
administration of James K. Polk forward to secession. Paskoff also explains the fiscal, economic, and
technological aspects of the hazard problem and its solution, analyzing the federal government's fiscal
condition, its capacity to undertake such an ambitious program, and the influence of conditionsin the larger
economy, including effects of the Mexican War, upon the federal government's finances.

Paskoff's lively analysis rests on a bedrock of impressive quantitative evidence, including databases
containing every documented steamboat wreck -- more than 1,200 -- on American rivers, lakes, and coastal
waters; construction and engine data for more than 600 steamboat packets; and all relevant federal
appropriations and expenditures measures, more than 2,300 spending projectsin al. Vigorously researched
and vividly told, Troubled Watersis an essential contribution to the history of internal improvementsin the
antebellum United States.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy Payne:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Troubled
Waters: Steamboat Disasters, River Improvements, and American Public Policy, 1821--1860 suitable to you?
The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Troubled Waters: Steamboat
Disasters, River Improvements, and American Public Policy, 1821--1860is the main of severa books that
will everyone read now. This book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previousto. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, therefore al of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will
giveyou alots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this
book.

Barry Whitfield:

Troubled Waters. Steamboat Disasters, River Improvements, and American Public Policy, 1821--1860 can
be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his’her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Troubled Waters: Steamboat Disasters, River Improvements, and American Public
Policy, 1821--1860 however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Kerstin Torres:;

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Troubled Waters: Steamboat Disasters, River
Improvements, and American Public Policy, 1821--1860 why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
aswell as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Eun Russell:

This Troubled Waters: Steamboat Disasters, River Improvements, and American Public Policy, 1821--1860
is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always
deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using
great plan word or we can say no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information



with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Troubled Waters. Steamboat Disasters, River Improvements,
and American Public Policy, 1821--1860 in your hand like having the world in your arm, datain it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this
publication already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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