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A fundamental critique of American law and legal thought, Against the Law consists of a series of essays
written from three different perspectives that coalesce into a deep criticism of contemporary legal culture.
Paul F. Campos, Pierre Schlag, and Steven D. Smith challenge the conventional representations of the legal
system that are articulated and defended by American legal scholars. Unorthodox, irreverent, and
provocative, Against the Law demonstrates that for many in the legal community, law has become a kind of
substitute religion—an essentially idolatrous practice composed of systematic self-misrepresentation and
self-deception.
Linked by a persistent inquiry into the nature and identity of “the law,” these essays are informed by the
conviction that the conventional representations of law, both in law schools and the courts, cannot be taken at
face value—that the law, as commonly conceived, makes no sense. The authors argue that the relentlessly
normative prescriptions of American legal thinkers are frequently futile and, indeed, often pernicious. They
also argue that the failure to recognize the role that authorship must play in the production of legal thought
plagues both the teaching and the practice of American law. Ranging from the institutional to the
psychological and metaphysical deficiencies of the American legal system, the depth of criticism offered by
Against the Law is unprecedented.
In a departure from the nearly universal legitimating and reformist tendencies of American legal thought, this
book will be of interest not only to the legal academics under attack in the book, but also to sociologists,
historians, and social theorists. More particularly, it will engage all the American lawyers who suspect that
there is something very wrong with the nature and direction of their profession, law students who anticipate
becoming part of that profession, and those readers concerned with the status of the American legal system.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Freeman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Against the Law
(Constitutional conflicts) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Eric Vegas:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Against the Law (Constitutional conflicts), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Kelly Livingston:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Against the Law (Constitutional conflicts).
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Carl Speed:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Against the Law (Constitutional conflicts) we can consider more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Against the
Law (Constitutional conflicts). You can more pleasing than now.
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