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Haderlap is an accomplished poet, and that lyricism leaves clear traces on this ravishing debut, which won
the prestigious Bachmann Prize in 2011. The descriptions are sensual, and the unusual similes and metaphors
occasionally change perspective unexpectedly. Angel of Oblivion deals with harrowing subjects - murder,
torture, persecution and discrimination of an ethnic minority - in intricate and lyrical prose.

The novel tellsthe story of afamily from the Slovenian minority in Austria. The first-person narrator starts
off with her childhood memories of rural life, in acommunity anchored in the past. Y et behind this rural
idyll, an unresolved conflict is smouldering. At first, the child wonders about the border to Yugosavia,
which runs not far away from her home. Then gradually the stories that the adults tell at every opportunity
start to make sense. All thelocals are scarred by the war. Her grandfather, we find out, was a partisan
fighting the Nazis from forest hideouts. Her grandmother was arrested and survived Ravensbriick.

Asthe narrator grows older, she finds out more. Through conversations at family gatherings and long nights
talking to her grandmother, she learns that her father was arrested by the Austrian police and tortured - at the
age of ten - to extract information on the whereabouts of his father. Her grandmother lost her foster-daughter
and many friends and relatives in Ravensbriick and only escaped the gas chamber by hiding inside the camp
itself. The narrator begins to notice the frequent suicides and violent deaths in her home region, and she
develops an eye for how the Slovenians are treated by the majority of German-speaking Austrians. As an
adult, the narrator becomes politicised and openly criticises the way in which Austria deals with the war and
itsown Nazi past. In the closing section, she visits Ravensbriick and finds it strangely lifeless - realising that
her personal memories of her grandmother are stronger.

Illuminating an almost forgotten chapter of European history and the European present, the book deals with
family dynamics scarred by war and torture - adominant grandmother, along-suffering mother, a violent
father who loves his children but isimpossible to live with. And interwoven with thisis compelling
reflection on storytelling: the narrator hoping to rid herself of the emotional burden of her past and to tell
stories on behalf of those who cannot.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:
Cheryl Stone:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Angel of Oblivion is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Pete Dominguez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Angel of Oblivion which is having
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Jenna Springer:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Angel of Oblivion or perhaps others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher aswell as students especially. Those books are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Angel of Oblivion to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Carmen Bdl:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Angel of
Oblivion.
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