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The religious and political history of late seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century England is typically
written in terms of conflict and division. This was the period when party conflict - exacerbated by religious
enmities - became anormal part of English life. Rather than denying the importance of partisan divisions,
this book reveals how civic celebration, designed as an expression of unity and amity, was often used for
partisan purposes, reaching a peak in the 1710s. The animosities were most marked in el ections, which were
often corrupt and drunken, and sometimes very violent. But division and conflict were not universal. Many
towns avoided electoral contests, not because they were in the pocket of a great aristocrat, but as a matter of
deliberate policy. Despite occasional disorder, urban government rarely broke down, and even violent
€elections ended with bruises rather than fatalities. Professor Miller suggests an explanation for thisin the
nature of urban governance.

While the formal structures of town government were profoundly undemocratic - vacancies on corporations
were most often filled by co-option - there was much participation, consultation, and negotiation in the lower
levels of government. In addition, corporation members lived in close proximity to, and did business with,
their fellow townspeople, and needed to meet their expectations. These expectations might have been modest
- they wanted streets to be reasonably clean and kept in adequate repair, sewage and rubbish to be removed,
law and order maintained, and the deserving poor relieved. But they were the things that made daily life
tolerable, and for many they mattered more than politics.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Maravilla:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Cities Divided: Politics and Religion in English Provincial Towns
1660-1722.

Brad Black:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely without
adoubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually Cities Divided: Politics and Religion in English Provincial Towns 1660-1722.

Danilo Ernest:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Cities Divided: Palitics and Religion in English Provincial Towns 1660-1722 which is having the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's view.

Clara Williams:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Cities Divided: Politics and Religion in English Provincial Towns 1660-1722 can
make you experience more interested to read.
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