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In the early ‘80s, the music industry wrote off hip-hop as a passing fad. Few could or would have predicted
that the improvised raps and raw beats busting out of New York City’s urban underclass would one day
become a multimillion-dollar business and one of music’s most lucrative genres.

Among those few were two visionaries: Russell Simmons, a young black man from Hollis, Queens, and Rick
Rubin, a Jewish kid from Long Island. Though the two came from different backgrounds, their all-
consuming passion for hip-hop brought them together. Soon they would revolutionize the music industry
with their groundbreaking label, Def Jam Records.

Def Jam, Inc. traces the company’s incredible rise from the NYU dorm room of nineteen-year-old Rubin
(where LL Cool J was discovered on a demo tape) to the powerhouse it is today; from financial struggles and
scandals–including The Beastie Boys’s departure from the label and Rubin’s and Simmons’s eventual
parting–to revealing anecdotes about artists like Slick Rick, Public Enemy, Foxy Brown, Jay-Z, and DMX.

Stacy Gueraseva, former editor in chief of Russell Simmons’s magazine, Oneworld, had access to the biggest
players on the scene, and brings you real conversations and a behind-the-scenes look from a decade–and a
company–that turned the music world upside down. She takes you back to New York in the ‘80s, when late-
night spots such as Danceteria and Nell’s were burning with young, fresh rappers, and Simmons and Rubin
had nothing but a hunch that they were on to something huge.

Far more than just a biography of the two men who made it happen, Def Jam, Inc. is a journey into the world
of rap itself. Both an intriguing business history as well as a gritty narrative, here is the definitive book on
Def Jam–a must read for any fan of hip-hop as well as all popular-culture junkies.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Def Jam, Inc.: Russell Simmons, Rick Rubin,
and the Extraordinary Story of the World's Most Inf was making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Def Jam, Inc.:
Russell Simmons, Rick Rubin, and the Extraordinary Story of the World's Most Inf is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Def Jam,
Inc.: Russell Simmons, Rick Rubin, and the Extraordinary Story of the World's Most Inf. You never feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Jerold Richards:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Def Jam, Inc.: Russell Simmons, Rick Rubin,
and the Extraordinary Story of the World's Most Inf, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Sandra Brown:

Def Jam, Inc.: Russell Simmons, Rick Rubin, and the Extraordinary Story of the World's Most Inf can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Def Jam, Inc.: Russell Simmons, Rick Rubin, and the Extraordinary Story of the
World's Most Inf but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial pondering.

Ruth Zimmer:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Def Jam, Inc.: Russell Simmons, Rick Rubin, and the Extraordinary Story of
the World's Most Inf. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to



be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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