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This book examines five features of Japan’s ‘Lost Decades’: the speed of the economic decline in Japan
compared to Japan’s earlier global prowess; a rapidly declining population; considerable political instability
and failed reform attempts; shifting balances of power in the region and changing relations with Asian
neighbouring nations; and the lingering legacy of World War Two. Addressing the question of why the
decades were lost, this book offers 15 new perspectives ranging from economics to ideology and beyond.
Investigating problems such as the risk-averse behaviour of Japan’s bureaucracy and the absence of strong
political leadership, the authors analyse how the delay of ‘loss-cutting policies’ led to the 1997 financial
crisis and a state of political gridlock where policymakers could not decide on firm strategies that would
benefit national interests.

To discuss the rebuilding of Japan, the authors argue that it is first essential to critically examine Japan’s
‘Lost Decades’ and this book offers a comprehensive overview of Japan’s recent 20 years of crisis. The book
reveals that the ‘Lost Decades’ is not an issue unique to the Japanese context but has global relevance, and
its study can provide important insights into challenges being faced in other mature economies. With
chapters written by some of the world’s leading Japan specialists and chapters focusing on a variety of
disciplines, this book will be of interest to students and scholars in the areas of Japan studies, Politics,
International Relations, Security Studies, Government Policy and History.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Tellis:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Examining Japan's Lost Decades (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series).

Rodney Hussey:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Examining Japan's Lost Decades
(Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) to read.

Bruce Mull:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Examining Japan's Lost
Decades (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Justin Davis:

Examining Japan's Lost Decades (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Examining Japan's Lost Decades (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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