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Despite widespread admiration for the First Amendment's protection of speech, thisiconic feature of
American legal thought has never been adequately theorized. Existing theories of speech proceed on the
basis of legal doctrine and judicial decisionmaking, social and political philosophy, or legal and intellectual
history. But these are not the disciplines one would most naturally turn to in analyzing speech. Meaning in
Law: A Theory of Speech takes a new and different approach. This book develops a general legal theory of
speech on the basis of linguistic theory and the

philosophy of language.

The opening chapters retrace the main conceptual stagesin the expression of meaning: from natural
meaning, through symbolism, to signification. Later chapters analyze symbolic speech (communication by
nonlinguistic means) as the key to developing an intention-based theory of speech. The essential elements of
the theory are (1) nonnatural meaning, (2) the signaling of intent, (3) the recognition of intent, and (4)
establishing a convention.

A final chapter applies these insights to the case law of symbolic speech and resolves some basic confusions
in the legal literature. This analysis proceeds by way of an original distinction between actual conduct (in the
real world) and the "ideal conduct” described in a statute. The former may be described both as
communicative and

noncommunicative, while the latter has already been conceptualized as either communicative or
noncommunicative. This distinction clears up amajor legal quandary: how conduct that counts as
communication may nevertheless be regulated or prohibited, without running afoul of the First Amendment's
protection of speech.
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From reader reviews:
Bobby McCabe:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This Meaning in Law: A Theory of Speech book is readable ssmply by you who
hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Meaning
in Law: A Theory of Speech content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So, do you continue to thinking
Meaning in Law: A Theory of Speech is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Bonnie Camacho:

Typically the book Meaning in Law: A Theory of Speech will bring someone to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to
read, this book very ideal to you. The book Meaning in Law: A Theory of Speech is much recommended to
you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Eunice Huynh:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide Meaning in Law: A Theory of Speech was filled concerning
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people
has different fed when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of abook, you can redly feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Susan Bannister:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the
library. They go to generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book isvery
important for yourself. Aswe know that on this period of time, many waysto get whatever we really wish
for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Meaning in Law: A Theory
of Speech can make you sense more interested to read.
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