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Once the cosmopolitan center of the Middle East, Beirut was devastated by the civil war that ran from 1975
to 1991, which dislocated many residents, disrupted normal municipal functions, and destroyed the vibrant
downtown district. The aftermath of the war was an unstable situation Sawalha considers "a postwar state of
emergency," even as the state strove to restore normalcy. This ethnography centers on various groups'
responses to Beirut's large, privatized urban-renewal project that unfolded during this turbulent moment.At
the core of the study is the theme of remembering space. The official process of rebuilding the city as a node
in the global economy collided with local day-to-day concerns, and all arguments invariably inspired
narratives of what happened before and during the war. Sawalha explains how Beirutis invoked their past
experiences of specific sites to vie for the power to shape those sites in the future. Rather than focus on a
single site, the ethnography crosses multiple urban sites and social groups, to survey varied groups with
interests in particular spaces. The book contextualizes these spatial conflicts within the discourses of the
city's historical accounts and the much-debated concept of heritage, voiced in academic writing, politics, and
journalism. In the afterword, Sawalha links these conflicts to the social and political crises of early twenty-
first-century Beirut.
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From reader reviews:

Olive Wilson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for us. The book Reconstructing Beirut (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in
Contemporary History, Polit) has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Reconstructing Beirut (Jamal and Rania
Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) is not only giving you much more new information but also to
get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship while using book Reconstructing Beirut (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in
Contemporary History, Polit). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Melissa Jackson:

Reconstructing Beirut (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Reconstructing Beirut (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History,
Polit) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
considering.

Octavio Martin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Reconstructing Beirut (Jamal and
Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Reconstructing Beirut (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) as good
book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book
by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Tracy Rojas:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. Reconstructing Beirut (Jamal and Rania Daniel Series in Contemporary History, Polit) can be your
answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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