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Who were Roman authors writing for? Only a minority of the population was fully literate and books were
very expensive, individually hand-written on imported papyrus. So does it follow that great poets and prose
authors like Virgil and Livy, Ovid and Petronius, were writing only for the cultured and the privileged? It is
this modern consensus that is challenged in this volume.

In an ambitious overview of a thousand years of history, from the formation of the city-state of Rome to the
establishment of a fully Christian culture, T. P. Wiseman examines the evidence for the oral delivery of
'literature' to mass public audiences. The treatment is chronological, utilizing wherever possible
contemporary sources and the close reading of texts. Wiseman sees the history of Roman literature as an
integral part of the social and political history of the Roman people, and draws
some very unexpected inferences from the evidence that survives. In particular, he emphasizes the
significance of the annual series of 'stage games' (ludi scaenici), and reveals the hitherto unexplored common
ground of literature, drama, and dance. Direct, accessible, and clearly written, The Roman
Audience provides a fundamental reinterpretation of Roman literature as part of the historical experience of
the Roman people, making it essential reading for all Latinists and Roman historians.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Roman Audience: Classical
Literature as Social History is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jaclyn Warner:

The particular book The Roman Audience: Classical Literature as Social History has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Jeanie Clark:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Roman Audience:
Classical Literature as Social History, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Dwight Hancock:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Roman Audience: Classical
Literature as Social History is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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